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Recognizing Jesus

By Larry Urbaniak

Even though there
have probably been
more pictures drawn
of Jesus than of any
other person, we do
_ not know what he
\\ ¢ l{ really looked like.

The four gospels do
not give us any description of what his
physical appearance was. How tall was he?
How much did he weigh? What color eyes
did he have? What about his hair? Did he
physically stand out? Or did he look like
an ordinary man of his day?

The island of Malta has what it claims is
the oldest picture of Jesus. It is a drawing
of the face of Jesus. Many believe it was
made by Luke during the long winter of
waiting after he and Paul (and others) were
shipwrecked on their way to Rome. Luke
no doubt gathered and collected a lot of in-
formation about Jesus in order to write his
gospel. Did he also sketch pictures of Jesus
to show what he looked like? | don!t know.
But | think it very improbable that what
Malta has was actually drawn by Luke.

We may think we know what Jesus
looked like. We picture him based on what

others in past centuries have painted. But
what would he look like if he walked along
our street today? Would we recognize Je-
sus if he came into our church next Sun-
day? Or what if he rang our door bell and
visited us at home? Imagine him dressed
as we dress today, blending in with every-
one else around us. Would we recognize
him?

If you or | had the ability of an artist to-
day, how would you paint a picture of Je-
sus? Think of the possibilities to choose
from. Would he have on a suit, or casual
clothes, or a sport outfit? What would the
background of the painting be? Would it
be suburban or city « maybe even a slum?
Where would he be -- in Chicago, or Mos-
cow, or London, or Nigeria (with 200 kid-
napped schoolgirls)? Would he be black, or
white, or Asian, or African, or would you
try to make him look like a modern Jew?
Would anyone looking at our painting rec-
ognize Jesus?

Do we recognize Jesus today? Do we
see him in each other? In Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus tells us how he will separate the
sheep and goats. He teaches how we need
to feed the hungry, satisfy those who are
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thirsty, provide clothes for those who need them, visit the sick and even prisoners. He says
that as we have done it unto one of the least of thesewe have done it unto him. He seems to
tell that we should recognize him in others, especially those who we should be serving.

Eric's Epiphanies

THEIMPORTAN CE OF
DISAPPOINTMENT!

By Eric Honea

Viewing Jesus’ life we see that everything he
was a disappointment. That is everything he déd
appointed someone. When he associated with
ners, healed on the Sabbath, or even raised ttte
someone was bitterly disappointed. Clearly dis
pointing others is not something to be avoidedun
lives as well. Perhaps if we hold this thoughour
mind we will not find ourselves unconsciously ru
ning from disapproval in the choices we make. 4.6
consider some modern day applications.

MONEY How we spend our money is an obyi
ous way in which we disappoint others. As
learned from Jesugu can't please all the people a
the time The car salesman will be disappointed
we do not buy a car or perhaps buy the more exyg
sive car. The waitress will be disappointed if
don’t order dessert. The hotel manager will be ¢

[
tion. We are only human and our human instinct
to please not disappoint others. As Christiansame
called to look beyond our natural tendencies avel

intentionally for Christ. The next time you giv
something which is truly needed savor that feetihg
not disappointing someone in this case a needy

son. Also consider that you are at that moment

appointing someone who would have you buy th
product with the same money. Soften your heart
the people God would have you help but at the s8
time build up your resistance to that impulse

please everyone who dangles a bit of approval
front of you.

TIME Like money there is always someoi
clamoring for our time. Most would agree that tisis
truer today that it was a generation or two ages
39:4-5 says Show me, O LORD, my life's end af
the number of my days; let me know how fleeting
my life. You have made my days a mere h

I

N

I

you. Each man's life is but a breath©bviously we
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'.dcan’t be in two places at the same time. Somease
! to be disappointed. Will it be your employer?.uya
S"%amily? ...your church family?...your club?...yolir
62 reational friends? Will it be the children ioly
apﬁfe’?...your parents?....the poor brother who nemds
P couragement? ...the poor sister who needs a hel
hand? Set your priorities and live intentional
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" Choose who you will disappoint when you don't ha|
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appointed if we don’t come back next year for vaca

e

¥ time to please everyone.

LIFESTYLE There are many small things th
“make up our overall lifestyle: How we dress, wivat
€eat, the recreation and entertainment we choose
. words we use, and even the topics we choose to

cuss. Here again someone will be disappointed.

=

€Jou come from what some would call a worldly bag
"€ground and decide for example to give up smoking

Sdrinking in excess your old friends may very wedl

acutely disappointed with you. 1 Peter 4:4-5

'Bcribes this reaction‘they are surprised that you dd
. not run with them into the same excesses of diss

tion, and they malign you.”If you go back to your,
old ways your Christian friends will be then be t
ones who are disappointed.
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tgPpoint someone in a small way. Other choices

mfpviously life changers but remember that the ¢
tgWho is unfaithful in little is unfaithful in muchJesus

ijgave us this example of a life changing decisioouél
who to disappoint: “many even among the leadel

There are small choices we make everyday|:
ei(;iollar, a minute, or a lifestyle choice which wdlis-
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believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they

€would not confess their faith for fear they woulgl
put out of the synagogue; for they loved praisenfr
men more than praise from God[John 12:42-43 ]

d_They chose to disappoint God rather than th
'Riends. So Berean News readers you don't h
nuch time to lose. Choose today who you WDT

breadth; the span of my years is as nothing beforgieaqe and get started earning their disapprogt fi

away!
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/C(LiL}Qi A D A M by Jon Larson

Seems to me, having a good understanding | again. How can Jesus be a ransom for all, if there
of Adam is vital to understanding a lot of big was no Adam? (1 Tim. 2:6) The major reason Je-
picture concepts which can clear up a lot of | sus gave his life on the cross is eliminated, if
haze. So, letes start with the basics about Adam; | there was no Adam. For all practical purposes,
"God said, Let us make man in our image, after guthe whole doctrine of the ransom becomes noth-
likeness:and let them have dominion over the fish|ofng but postulating and theories if there was no
the sea, and over the fowl of thie, and over the caty Adam. Therefore, | am baffled and befuddled
tle, and over all the earth, and over every creefdinwhen professed Christians have told me, flat out,
thing that creepeth upon the earth. And the Lordihat theyere unsure about whether the biblical

God formed man of the dust of tigeound, and | account of Adam actually happened, or if itss a
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, aman made-up story serving some metaphorical pur-

became d'iving soul. The Lorgl God commanded thepose. YIKESI
man, saying, Of every tree in thgarden you may ] o )
freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good An essential for all Christians is that they
and evil, YOU SHALL NOT EAT: for in the day | Know their need of a Savior. It is one of only
that you eat thereof you shall surely didtlam did | three questions asked before baptizing anyone.
eat of that tree, was not deceived about eating Therefore, understanding our need of a Savior

thereof, had many children, lived 930 years, and | Must be profoundly important, and thus Paul
he died stone cold dead. ( Gen. 1:26, 2.7, 16, 17| €XPlains this most basic equation, *As in Adam
3:6,5:5, 1 Tim. 2:14 ) all die, even so in Christ shall all be made

alive.» (1 Cor.15:22) How can that possibly be
true if half the equation, Adam, is just a fictiona |
metaphorical device? Strong faith requires strong
roots, strong roots developed in the good ground
of learning and then understanding real history.
Two prime ensamples of real history are the
original sin committed in the garden by Adam,
and the redemption given on the cross by Jesus.

Ohh, that every one could know exactly
why death is inevitable for human beings. leve
yet to meet anyone who doesnst acknowledge
that, sooner or later, they shall surely die. Ites
not a particularly pleasant topic, but it seems to
be the only thing, besides taxes, that all humans
agree on. As for just about everything else, there
are many very deep and wide variances of .
thought. A very common one around our neck Two often heard questions are, *Why does
of the woods is the insidious notion that man | G0d permit evil?e and, Why doesnst God do
(Adam) was not a direct creation of God, but something about evil?e | would strongly main-
rather humans have evolved from lower forms tain that answering those questions adequately
of life, over vast numbers of years, to where we | Will require some basic knowledge of what
are today. This particular notion usually comes | Adam did, what Jesus has done, and what Jesus

with a highly arrogant and condescending atti- | Will do. Inevitably, when Adam is discussed, the
tude that it must be right, because it bears the still more basic question will become, <Did God

seal of approval given by sscientific consensus.» | Know beforehand, or more precisely, «intend fore,
UGGGGH! the disobedience of Adam?e Now usually, Il

bend over backwards to avoid saying God in-
tended evil, or the even more dreaded articula-
tion, God created evil. Nonetheless, God says, 4
am the Lord, and there is none else. | formlidlet,
and create darkness: | make peace and cfeate
evil.! (Isa. 45:6, 7) Ultimately, there has to be a
point to Godes permitting evil for so very long,

because nothing God does returns to Him void.

(Isa. 55:11) The truly awesome fact that Jesus is

Ites really hard, if not downright impossible,
to know where youere going, unless you know
where youeve come from. The scriptures |
quoted above, | believe, are the basic history of
where weeve come from, why weell die, and
why we absolutely and unequivocally need a
Savior to live again. It is precisely because of
what Adam did that we need a Savior to live




Ebenezers continued from page 3

revealed to be sThe Lamb slain from the founda
tion of the world.¢(Rev.13:8), demands that there
must be a give purpose to the permission of evil.
Does humanity suffer and die only to satisfy
God!s Justice? Does a father punish his own
child only to satisfy his own justice? No, no, no,
a thousand times, NO" Our Heavenly Father is
the epitome of not only Justice, but of Love, Wis-
dom, and Power as well. The Justice of God is
totally obvious in the matter of Adam, but Love,
Wisdom, and Power are all there too, you just
have to look a little deeper to see those attrib-
utes, and then come to acknowledge them all in
everything God does.

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil
was named by God himself, and He certainly
named it correctly. The point is plain as day:
God commanded Adam not to eat of only that
one particular tree, but Adam went and did any-
way. Paul makes it clear that he wasn!t de-
ceived, tricked, or fooled into eating that fruit. (1
Tim. 2:14) No, what Adam did was a choice, and
he did it on purpose while under no deception.
What happened in the garden is thoroughly
classic. At the portentous moment, Eve had been
deceived and had already foolishly eaten the
forbidden fruit. Now, Adam faced the crucial
choice. This was his 64,000 dollar question;
Choose to remain living with God, or choose
death with Eve. In the heat of the moment,
Adam capitulated to his feelings. | think Shake-
speare understood the basic dilemma. Even as
Romeo chose death with his darling Juliet,
Adam, at that pivotal moment, chose death with
his darling Eve. When you get to the heart of the
matter, | believe you!ll find Romeo and Adam
both died for love. You be the judge about the
wisdom of their decisions.

As for Adam, he quickly changed his mind
about his big decision, but there were no tag-
backs. While still in the garden, Adam became
the first husband in history to try and blame his
wife for his own choice. As so many other hus-
bands have done through the ages, he made a
futile attempt to pass the buck onto his adoring
wife. Did it work? Of course not, it was already
too late, as the die had been cast with the first

- den, and thus began learning, along with all

bite. Adam and Eve were tossed out of the gar-

their children, the knowledge of good and evil.
This learning process has been going on for over
six millenniums, educating billions of people.

Does suffering evil bear fruit, or does it re-
turn to us void of any value? If you really can!t
believe there!s value in suffering evil, then look
to Jesus. Jesus says in Luke 24:46TKus it is writ-
ten, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suf
and to rise from the dead the third dajebrews
5:8, 9 explains, AThough hewere a Son, yet learneq
he obedience by the things which he suffered; &ng
ing made perfect, he became the author of eternal
vation unto all them thatobey him.sPaul tells his
beloved brother in First Timothy 4:10, #We both
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the |
ing God, who is the Savior of alispecially those that]
believe.d could go on and on, but let me cap it
off with one from my friend, who explains in
First Peter 4:16, # anyone suffers as a Christian
don!t be ashamed; but rather glorify God becausg
it. Ohh, yes, Beloved, thepermission of evil has
purpose and value for all. One ensample is the
purpose of needed and valuable lessons well
learned, serving everyone throughout all eter-
nity.

Understanding the ransom is totally fascinat-
ing. As you go through the genealogy of Jesus,
you!ll probably find it kinda dull, unless you see
the big payoff in Luke 3:38, #Adam which was the
son of God.sTherefore, scripturally speaking, Je-
sus is the Son of God, and Adam is the son of
God. Fascinating. The word ransom literally
means corresponding price, and so we see that
Jesus, giving his life for Adam, thus gave his life
a ransom for all. If that isn!t fascinating, | don!t
know what is" The fact is, #When the fulness of
times was come, God sent forth his Son, made
woman, made under the law, to redeem them t
were under the law, that wmight receive the adop-
tion of sons. No more a servant, but a son; and i
son, then an heir of God through Christ(Gal. 4:4-
7) Wow™" There is so much more than just the
facts of the ransom, there is indeed an enriching
philosophy, which welll find embraces all the
attributes of Our God. Now, that!s a philosophy
worthy of deeply pondering.
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A Daughter's Heart

Blessed, Highly Favored, and Victorious By Helayne Crawford

Blessed" Highly Favored" and Victorious.
Jehovah through our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, has
made these words applicable to each child of
God. It#s a fact!! All of the promises of God find
their YES" in Jesus (2Corinthians 1:20). Jesus ig
not ashamed to call us brethren (Hebrews 2:11).
These promises are powerful when my experi-
ences are pleasant. They are just as powerful
when | am in the midst of a trial due to a spiritua |
assault from the enemy. My Lord is sustaining me
and providing key resources for a strong and ef-
fective counter offensive.

T e
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CORINT HIANS ONT IMINT v—“

Key 1: Affirm the promises of God thru song

| was quite distressed by the circumstances |
faced. | pondered how to respond in in a manner
that was honoring to Jesus. | was also working
thru the anger from being wronged. Just then a
song (which | had never heard) played on the car
radio. The title was$ We are Victorious$ by
Donnie Mc Clurkin. Included in the lyrics are
scripture references about being more than a con-
queror and standing in victory. That reminded
me of the Apostle Paul#s counsel regarding wear-
ing the armor of God. Several hours later when |

was again pondering the situation immediately
the same song played again on the car radio. |
considered those events as providential. | ac-
cepted song lyrics as words of encouragement
from Jesus to me.

Key 2: sPersonalizees scriptures and recite them
aloud

| especially appreciate one of our church eld-
ers recently teaching on that very point. The first
scripture | used was Ephesians 3: 16-21(all
strength, all power is given to me and God will
do more than | can even imagine). The second
scripture was Joshua 1: 9 (personalized includ-
ing 2Cor. 4:6)

°|, Helayne Crawford, will be strong and courg
geous! Has not Jehovah, the very one who ¢
mandedthe light to shine out of darkness, corn
mandedme to be strong and courageous? Therefg
will obey and | will be strong and courageous."

Key 3: Encouragement from Christian friends

Truly friends are a gift from Jesus. My clos-
est friends listened to me. They recalled specific
difficult experiences in which Jesus brought me
thru the storm. We recalled specific promises
from our Heavenly Father, the father who al-
ways keeps his word. My friends acknowledged
the reality of the present triadnd the reality of God
having a purpose in mind that will work out for
good.

Every experience | have presents a choice in
how | can respond: whether to act in faith or
fear; whether to believe truth or embrace error.
Since | am in Christ Jesus on his authority |
boldly proclaim that | am BLESSED with every
spiritual blessing now (Ephesians 1:3). | boldly
proclaim that | am HIGHLY FAVORED since |
am chosen and precious in the sight of God, His
very own possession (1Peter 2: verses 4 & 9). |
boldly proclaim that | am VICTORIOUS since |
am clothed with the armor of God and He will
enable me to stand firm! Ephesians 6: 10-13
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Beside Sitill Waters...

Tapestry of LoVve pyDonna Mathewson

el want you woven into a tapestry of love, i
touch with everything there is to know
God.s Colossians 2:2 (The Message)

Ty O Cw Oy O Oy O Oy

This paraphrase of Paul's words to the Co-
lossian church is so beautiful. It brings to mind a
lovely tapestry, woven with beautiful, deep, rich
colors. A tapestry so beautiful, that when you
lay your eyes on it, you have to have it, no mat-
ter what the cost. That is what Paul is telling the
Colossian Church; they should allow themselves
to be woven into this tapestry of God's love, so
that those around them can see them united in
God's love. They, in turn, will want to be part of
that beautiful tapestry, too. It is God's trans-
forming love that is our eternal common thread.
Without it, we would not be united into this
beautiful work of art.

=]

That's the way it is with God's love. It is so
full of grace, it cannot help but bind us to each
other as we experience its eternal embrace. The
tapestry that the Master Weaver is designing is
beyond anything imaginable, for He is taking
the most common of threads and by twisting
them together with the golden strand of Christ
has made a thread that is breathtaking! That's
what Christ has done for us; taken us from the
common to the uncommon, from being unwor-
thy to being worthy. It is only because of Him
that we are beautiful. As we are woven into this
tapestry of God's love and we come in touch

of

with others there, we share what He has done in
our lives. The more we share our stories, the
more we learn of God and His grace. "O Lord,
weave me into your tapestry of love, that | might
be in touch with everything there is to know of
you,# should be the cry of our hearts!

Father, take the common threads of my life g
transform them into a tapestry of Your love. | wish
bring You glory and honor with my life. You hav|
taken these worthless strands of thread and twig
them together with the gadth cord of Christes love

and are making something marvelous from them.

am awed by what You have done in my life. May
never take You for granted. May the tapestry of 1
life bring You honor and glory forever! In the naofe
Jesus Christ, our transformer, Amen .
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It was King Belshazzar who saw handwriting on a wall.
Jacob served Laban seven years for his cattle.
Abraham took Isaac to sacrifice him on Mount Moriah.
Jesus brought Jairus' ten year old daughter back to life.
Isaac once told others that his wife was his sister.
Timothy's father was a Greek.

Apostle Paul was born in the city of Tarsus.

. Elijah once made an iron ax-head float to the surface of a

9. Moses viewed the promised land from Mount Nebo.
10. Luke was called the "beloved physician."




Soon life will be over and it wonst
matter what you possessed, what you
enjoyed, or what anyone thought of
you. All that will matter is what you
accomplished for Christ and the pu-
rity of your life. Each year put more
and more emphasis on investing in
these eternal things: Help the poor,
spread the gospel, abstain from the
worldes corruption, and discipline
your mind and body for holy living.

Be loving in your thoughts and

words. Demonstrate your love in your actions. As you do these things never let go of your
Christian joy and reassurance of salvation. For more information on the ongoing effort in
Romania to feed the poor and care for the orphans see http://bolorphanage.org/wp/ or
contact Eric Honea, erichonea@hotmail.com , Bread of Life rpresentative.

FALL 2014—Something for everyone this Fall C arp

OCTOBER 2014

October 10 - 13 - CA Fall Retreat - Jim & D'Ann tbks B Iarg

October 24 - 26 - WI Teen Retreat - Melissa Cannon

Nurses, Cooks & Counselors Needed Z)14

Volunteers have made Camp Blessing possible.
From the very beginning in 1963, Camp Blessing hasglied on people like you,
who are willing to give of themselves by volunteeng.
Countless cooks, nurses and counselors have keptr@aBlessing alive for over 50 years!
Please consider volunteering, and become a "Blesgihtoday.
Applications are available dtttp://www.campblessing.com/downloads/

Travel Scholarship

Camper Travel Scholarship has been created to aasigters get to camp. Campers may request finang
support to help pay for travel expenses to and fosncamp or retreat.

To request funds for upcoming events, contact JuakatlJHorak@aol.com

Answers:

1. T-Dan.5:1

2. F - (6years) - Gen. 31:41

3. T -Gen. 222

4. F - (12 years old) - Luke 8:41-

42
k- 5. T-Gen 26:6-7
u Iz 6. T-Acts 16:1
7. T-Acts 9:11 and 21:39
8. F - (Elisha) - Il Kings 6:1-7
lution f 9. T - Deut. 32:48-50
Solution for page 6 10. T - Col. 4:14
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Attendance

August 17!82 September 14-68

August 24189
August 31184
September 7!89

/MaPk
\Your\
N ovember 16-11:45-Pizza with the Elders

Calendap
N ovember 26-T hanksgiving Service

D ecember 14-Baptism and Dessert Celebration

October 19-Wayne Urbaniak Sermon;
Larry lannaconne-Study; Catered Lunch

Sunday Services

Prayer Meeting- 8:45AM
Worship- 9:30AM

Sermon! 10:00AM

Second Service-10:45-11:30AM
Sunday School-10:45AM

: Mondays
: 1st Monday of the Month"Men#s Meeting, 6:30PM

: Tuesdays

: Weekly"Church,10:30AM

: Every Other Tuesday"Church, Exodus, 7:00PM
Every Other Tuesday"Women#s Meeting"Church 12-2PM

: Thursdays

: Weekly"Women#s Meeting"Church, Romans, 7:00PM
: Weekly"Joe Knapp#s Home, 6:45PM

: Fridays

: Every Other Friday"Steve Teunis Home, 7-8:30PM,

: Bible Correspondence Course
Every Other Friday"Church, Pioneer Club 6:15-7:45PM

Upcoming Speakers
& Studies

October 5
Food Pantry
Sermon-Brian Dunn

October 12
Sermon-Mike Knapp

October 19
Communion Service
Sermon-Wayne Urbaniak
Study-Larry lannaccone

October 26
Sermon-Joe Funari
Widows & Single Moms

November 2
Sermon-David Elliott
Orphans/Foster Children

November 9
Sermon-Andy Weeks
Poor/Oppressed

Second Service Options
Oct 8, 12
Study/Application-David Slinn
Romans Study!Andy Weeks
Prayer!Mike Knapp

October 26 thru November 2
Hell & Soul-Larry Urbaniak
Romans Study--Andy Weeks
Prayer-Mike Knapp

November 9
Christ"s Return!David Elliott
Romans Study-Andy Weeks
Prayer-Mike Knapp



