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by a weeping group of widows who showed 
him the coats and other clothing that Dorcas 
had made for them.  She must have had a 
warm heart as well as skillful hands.  She did 
not sew to sell garments for her own financial 
gain.  Instead she had used her abilities to assist 
others in need, especially widows. 

Peter asked them all to leave the room.  
Then he knelt down and prayed.  After he had 
prayed, he said to the dead body •Tabitha, get 
up.•  She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat 
up.  He gave her his hand and helped her up.  
And then he presented this resurrected woman 
to the •saints and widows.•  What had hap-
pened soon became known all over Joppa.  As a 
result many more became believers and follow-
ers of Jesus Christ. 

We are not told what Dorcas herself did 
after this experience.  No doubt, however, she 
returned to serving her fellow Christians • and 
many new ones also.  She used her gifts and 
skills to serve others.  She probably did so with 
more enthusiasm than ever.  And she had a 
wonderful, miraculous story to tell and share.  
The account is recorded to benefit us also. 

Do we use our skills and the gifts we have 
been given for the benefit of others?  Hopefully 
we serve those in need.  We also have a won-
derful, miraculous story to tell.  Jesus died for 
us and was resurrected.  As a result we have 
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In the city of Joppa there was a group of 
Christian believers.  Among them was a woman 
named Dorcas (which was her name in Greek).  
Her name in Aramaic (or Hebrew) was Tabitha.  
She is the only woman in the New Testament 
who is explicitly called a disciple.  There is an 
interesting story about her recorded for us in 
Acts 9:36-42. 

Dorcas became sick and died.  She was pre-
pared by her friends for her burial.  But her fel-
low disciples heard that the Apostle Peter was 
in Lydda.  Lydda is on the road from Jerusalem 
to Joppa.  They sent two men from their group 
to see Peter and request that he would come 
back with them to Joppa without delay.  Peter 
quickly did so. 

They took Peter upstairs to the room where 
the body of Dorcas was laid out.  He was met 



ning from the disapproval of others our aware-
ness of God prompts us to continually please 
Him with acts of kindness to others.  We look up 
and see our Father•s smiling face when we do 
these things.  Isn•t it ironic that Christians who 
make investments in eternal things still receive 
this instant gratification?   

  It was constantly seeing God•s presence that 
sustained Jesus at His darkest hour on the cross.  
"I saw the Lord always before me. Because He is at 
my right hand,  I will not be shaken.  Therefore my 
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  my body also 
will live in hope,  because you will not abandon me to 
the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will 
fill me with joy in your presence.' Acts 2:25-28 

  The constant willingness to obey is abso-
lutely necessary for maintaining constant com-
munion with God.   Jesus said, "If anyone loves me, 
He will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with 
him!  John 14:23. 

When we maintain a willing heart which is 
trying to please only God we sense His presence 
and know He hears our thoughts.  He responds 
instantly to even our briefest silent prayer and 
makes everything work together for our good.  
God•s abiding presence is the greatest blessing, 
the highest calling, and the ultimate goal for any 
Christian both now and in the life to come.  With 
God•s constant presence you are already home. 

 

Holy and Merciful Father,  I want to be like You and to 
please You at all times.  I long to long for Your approval 
every minute; even when my mind and body are calling 
me away.  I long to fully commit my life on a moment by 
moment basis.  Help me surrender every thought.  Pos-
sess me with a single goal to be close to You and experi-
ence the peace and joy that passes understanding.  Let 
me live above the motivation of rules and punishments 
and simply live to be Your child. Give me the heart of 
Your Son.  Thank You for His example and sacrifice. 

Practicing  acts of piety is an important part 
of the Christian life.  These include praying, 
fasting, service, singing, reading, studying, etc.  
We also get together with other believers for 
fellowship weekly, monthly, and annually.  
With each of these actions we can feel renewed 
and reminded to live our lives for Christ.  With 
these things we are constantly breaking with the 
world and our human nature and coming back 
to God.  As good and right as these things are 
they are still intermittent and not constant.  The 
effect diminishes with the passing of time since 
we last prayed, or read, etc.  We need some-
thing that is constant whereby we can bring 
every thought captive to Christ and live every 
moment with divine purpose.   We need God•s 
Abiding Presence.   

   We need to achieve and then maintain a 
closeness and communion with our creator that 
is an all day every day reality.  The reality of 
God•s omnipresence becomes our perception of 
God•s presence.  We are never alone in a room, 
in our car, or in our mind.  As a servant we are 
evaluated.  As a disciple we are guided. As a 
child we are loved.  We need not imagine our-
selves as a child in the presence of their Father 
because this is how it really is.  Again the reality 
must become our perception. We stand in God•s 
presence and we know that He knows our every 
thought and motive. 

  Here is an example of the affect of realizing 
God•s Presence: If we see through the eye of 
faith that the God who gave us everything is 
with us, in us, and around us we are not 
tempted to be proud of what we are or what we 
have.  We would know that our pride was im-
mediately seen by God as trying to take credit 
for what He had done.  When we remember 
that God is always with us the disapproval of 
others loses its sting and no longer controls our 
actions.  Besides avoiding sins like pride or run-

 

new life in Christ.  We should share this great inf ormation with others, especially as we serve them.  
May the story of Dorcas be an example and lesson for each of us. 
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Moses that God Himself will be with him. Then, 
in the very next chapter, in Exodus 4:1, Moses 
responds by answering God, •What if they do not 
believe me or listen to me and say, •The Lord did not 
appear to you•?• This is the same game most of us 
play, especially when God calls us because He 
wants to use our lives to do something signifi-
cant. 

Rather than considering that God knows 
what He!s doing and trusting Him, we immedi-
ately roll out a long list of what-ifs. "Sounds 
good, Lord, but what if I can!t do it? What if the 
economy drops? What if I lose my job? What if I 
get sick? What if my spouse cheats on me? What 
if my kids get hurt? What if we get in a car acci-
dent? What if I never get married? What if I do 
get married, but it!s to a jerk? What if we can!t 
have kids? What if we have too many kids? 
What if our cat gets pregnant# again?$ There 
are just so many bad things that could happen in 
life. It seems like we spend a huge amount of 
time brainstorming a list of everything that could 
go wrong, instead of better using that same en-
ergy to ask God for steps we could take that will 
help us meaningfully get in on what He!s doing.  

Your what-ifs do matter, though. In fact, if 
you stop and analyze them, you can usually gain 
some vital insight. The first is that what you fear  
reveals what you value the most. 

Examining what you fear can illuminate your 
priorities, which are always good to know.  

For example, if you fear losing your mar-
riage, that shows that you really value your com-
mitment to your marriage. If you fear that some-
thing bad may happen to your children, that 
shows that you really value your kids. If you fear 
losing your job or losing your money, you value 
financial security and stability. While none of 
these are inherently bad things to place value on, 
focusing negatively on any of them can lead you 
down a poison path to worry rather than leading 

People often say that fear is the opposite of 
faith, but I respectfully disagree. The way I see 
it, fear actually relies on faith % it!s simply fai th 
in the wrong things.  

Fear is placing your faith in "what-ifs$ 
rather than in "God is.$  

It!s allowing your imagination to wander 
down a long dark alley of possibilities and get 
mugged every couple of steps. Almost everyone 
who allows themselves to be taken hostage by 
what-ifs discovers that the only thing binding 
them is their own imagination.  

You know who really wrestled with this? 
Moses. In the Old Testament, when God first 
appeared to Moses, calling on him to deliver the 
Hebrew people out of slavery to the Egyptians, 
He chose to do so by talking from a burning 
bush. Now, that would probably get most peo-
ple!s attention. And yet, following this encoun-
ter, we see Moses immediately start playing the 
what-if game with God.  

In Exodus 3, God reveals to Moses His en-
tire plan and Moses! role in it, even assuring 
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doesn•t exist. So admit it. Identify it clearly. Un til 
you do, it will continue to be that elephant in the 
room, that huge dark cloud hovering over you 
that you•re not willing to talk about. So do some 
name calling. Check the label and see the brand 
of fear you•re wearing. 

Once you identify it, then you can surrender 
it to God. You can commit to trust Him to give 
you the power to overcome your fear once and 
for all. Let me clarify this. I•m not saying to jus t 
!give it over to God," and then pretend like it•s 
not a problem anymore. No, what I•m saying is 
that you must allow God to give you strength, 
wisdom, and courage in defeating your fear once 
and for all. 

This article is excepted from Soul Detox: Clean Living 
in a Contaminated World, copyright Zondervan, 
2012. 

 

you to positive action.  

When you have persistent fear in a given 
area of your life, it can be an indicator that 
you•re not depending on God to handle it.  

In other words, what you fear reveals 
where you trust God the least.  

And this usually means that you•re not ask-
ing Him for direction in that area, either. Let•s 
say that you•re constantly worried about your 
marriage. Have you asked God to make your 
marriage better # and then trusted Him to ac-
tually do it? If you pray, but then you keep wor-
rying about it, your actions are communicating, 
!Sure, I prayed, but that•s not enough. I don•t 
need God to intervene on this one as much as 
He needs me to." 

Or if you worry that something bad might 
happen to your children, you•re essentially tell-
ing God, !I don•t really believe You•re good 
enough. I don•t believe that Your plan and Your 
purposes will come through for my children. So 
for my part, I•m going to contribute by worry-
ing." If you•re constantly worrying about finan-
cial stability, then your actions are saying, 
!God, I don•t really trust You to provide for 
me." 

In fact, in Matthew 6:27, Jesus makes it clear 
how much good all our angst does us: 

Can any one of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your life? 

Obviously, the answer is no. So why do we 
do it? Because we•re afraid to trust God with 
every area and every hour of our lives. Because 
anticipating the worst allows us to believe we 
have some semblance of control; we won•t be 
surprised when something terrible happens be-
cause we•ve already imagined it and prepared 
ourselves. 

So how do we find our way out?  

I believe we have to face our greatest fears 
in order to reach our greatest potential. And the 
only way to do this is to allow God to lead you.  

If you•re struggling to trust God in some 
area of your life, I believe you must first identify 
what you•re afraid of. You can•t know where to 
start to address it if you•re still pretending it 
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thank God for my every remembrance of her! 

  Let me say this, I understand, and am well 
aware that true disciples of Christ are, in many 
aspects, already in the Kingdom of our Lord. I 
gratefully and joyfully bow before my King right 
now. However, every one of us should long for 
the day when all the children of Adam will bow 
down before The King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. Ooh, what a day, what a day that will be! 
Think of the time when Jesus says, •All that are 
in their graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth.• (John 5:28)  It will be a time when 
the people will say, •Come and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. And he shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.• (Isaiah 2:3, 4) 

  Personally, when I think of the Kingdom, I 
usually think of Isaiah 35. To me, Isaiah here en-
capsulates some of the multitude of incredible 
wonders the Kingdom will bring. Ensample: we 
have a promise of the wilderness and the desert 
abundantly blossoming as the rose. That•s not 
just some flowery language, it will then assur-
edly become a fact, and the desert will indeed 
blossom as the rose. Isaiah then says, •They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, and the Excellency of 
our God.• Isaiah is telling us these things before 

A while ago, there was a commercial show-
ing an upside down bottle of ketchup with 
nothing yet coming out. Meanwhile, a song was 
playing, and the tag line was, •Anticipation is 
making me wait, is keeping me wait, wait, wait-
ing.• The obvious point was, really good things, 
like Heinz ketchup, are worth waiting for. Do I 

have a level of antici-
pation waiting for the 
Heinz ketchup to 
come out of the bottle? 
Of course I do, it•s 
really good ketchup! 
Now, multiply my 
level of anticipation of 

waiting for the Heinz ketchup by a million, to 
reach my level of anticipation of waiting for the 
Kingdom. 

  When I was a little boy, my mother taught 
me the Lord•s Prayer. My favorite line was, 
•Thy Kingdom come,• because I knew even 
back then, that the Kingdom would eventually 
eliminate all the bad stuff in this mixed-up 
world of ours. I remember at the time, being 
particularly outraged by the sheer injustice of 
blindness, because I knew a very sweet little old 
lady who I had secretly, even she didn•t know, 
adopted as my grandmother. In my itsy-bitsy 
world, watching what she endured because of 
her blindness, was the most unfair thing in the 
world to me, and I wanted her to be able to see 
right now. In my little mind, justice demanded 
it. I truly grappled with the reality that she was 
so sweet, so kind, so loving, and yet not able to 
see. When it finally sunk in to me that there was 
nothing I could do to give her sight, I wanted to 
know  how she felt about being blind, so I fi-
nally asked her.  She smiled, and told me 
sweetly, •Ooh, the Kingdom will take care of 
that, as for right now, we need to walk circum-
spectly.• It was a wonderful attitude she im-
planted in me, and more than fifty years later, 
that attitude still continues to prosper and 
grow. What a rich blessing it was for me to 
learn so much, at such a young age, from that 
very dear Saint in Jesus Christ, and I gratefully 
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they happen, so that we may now: •Strengthen 
our weak hands, and confirm our feeble knees.• 
Further, Isaiah exhorts, be strong, fear not, for 
our God will come with vengeance, with recom-
pense, and save us. As for blindness, there shall 
be no blindness. Deafness will be no more, eve-
ryone will hear the sweet silver song of the lark! 
For those who are now lame, why, then they•ll 
leap like Bambi, and dance like Ginger Rogers! 
As for those who can•t now verbally speak, why, 
then they•ll be well spoken, and sing beautifully. 
As for the now vast areas of wilderness and de-
serts on our planet, then, we•re told, water shall 
break out throughout them, with streams of wa-
ter in the desert. Parched ground will become a 
pool, and thirsty land will burst with springs of 
water. As for the vast resurrected multitudes of 
humanity in the Kingdom, they•ll be shown a 
highway to walk upon, and it will be called the 
Way of Holiness. Even wayfaring fools, shall not 
err walking on that highway. No lion will be 
there, nor any ravenous beast will be on that 
highway, it just won•t be found there. No, that 
highway is for the redeemed and ransomed of 
the Lord to walk upon, and they•ll happily walk 
along that highway. Eventually, they will, 
•Come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.• 

  The eleventh chapter of John tells us that 
the disciples knew that Lazarus had been very 
sick. Then Jesus told His disciples that He was 
asleep, and that he was going to Bethany specifi-
cally to wake him up out of sleep. The disciples 
had two immediate concerns. One, going to 
Bethany would be very dangerous, as the Phari-
sees wanted Jesus dead ASAP. Two, if someone 
is sick and sleeping, then you let them sleep, 
you don•t go to wake them up. Jesus replied to 
their concerns; I•m the light of this world, and 
Lazarus is dead, but we•re going that you may 
believe. Whoa! The disciples sigh, and then Tho-
mas shrugs his shoulders, rolls his eyes, and 
with a downbeat mournful voice tells his fellow 
disciples, •Let•s go too, that we may also die.• 
Thomas here painfully reminds me a lot of my-
self, because I too am quick with the sarcasm, 
cynicism, and  even fatalism. However, that•s 
precisely the reason Jesus was taking His disci-

ples to Bethany, to squash the sarcasm, cynicism, 
and fatalism within Thomas and all the Lord•s 
disciples. In that, we may believe in full assur-
ance with all our hearts, that Jesus truly is The 
Resurrection and the Life. You see, death has this 
way of weakening our will, and then just sucking 
the life right out of us, even when we•re not the 
one dead yet. The Master saw it was time to go 
beyond just healing the living. Now, our Savior 
would actually bring someone dead and buried 
back to life, someone who was literally in the 
tomb the last four days. 

  As Jesus approached the tomb, the mourn-
ing, the grief, and the incredible sadness of all 
those touched by the passing of Lazarus, caused 
Jesus to visually cry and weep. You see, we 
really do have a High Priest who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. (Heb. 4:15) Every 
eye there was fixed on Jesus, and they all 
thought the same thing, •It•s too late, nothing 
can now be done.• Then Jesus said with author-
ity, •Roll away the stone.• Martha, the sister of 
Lazarus protested, •The stench will be horren-
dous,• and Jesus told her to believe. The stone 
was then rolled away, and apparently there was 
no smell at all- so much for thinking that we 
know better than our Lord! Jesus then said in a 
loud voice, •Lazarus, come forth!• All eyes were 
turned and fixed on that portal, as he who had 
died came forth out of his tomb. Beloved, there is 
coming a time when scripture says all that are in 
their graves shall hear his voice and come forth. 
As for now, death is the enemy of every child of 
Adam, but as a certain little old blind Sister once  
told me, •The Kingdom will take care of that, as 
for right now, we need to walk circumspectly.• 

  It•s Paul who tells us, •See then that you 
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise. Re-
deeming the time, because the days are 
evil.• (Eph. 5:15, 16)  So, why should we need to 
walk circumspectly now, and why should we 
need to redeem the time we are now given? After 
all, aren•t disciples of Jesus already walking on 
that highway of holiness Isaiah was talking 
about? In a word, NO. That highway opens in 
the Kingdom, and not before. Jesus speaks of just 
two ways presently open to the children of 
Adam. One is a broad way, and it leads to de-
struction. The other is a narrow way, and it leads 
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1.����What��man��living��before��the��Flood��built��a��city?��
2.����What��was��the��name��of��Bathsheba's��lawful��husband?��
3.����How��old��was��Anna��when��she��first��saw��Jesus?��
4.����What��O.T.��book��was��the��eunuch��reading��when��Philip��joined��him?��
5.����Who��took��the��place��of��Judas��among��the��Apostles,��chosen��by��lot?��
6.����Where��was��Abraham's��wife��Sarah��buried?��
7.����Who��was��the��first��Apostle��to��be��a��martyr?��
8.����Who��helped��Jesus��carry��the��cross?��
9.����Who��was��Noah's��grandfather?��
10.����What��pool��did��Jesus��send��a��blind��man��to��wash��in?

to life. (Matt. 7:13, 14)  True disciples of Jesus are 
now walking a narrow way leading unto life, 
and a narrow way by its very nature, is required 
to be walked circumspectly, while redeeming 
the time. Jesus says of this narrow way, •Few 
there be that find it.• The only other option is 
the broad way leading to destruction. But, is this 
broad way a permanent DEAD END? Abso-
lutely not! It•s in the Kingdom, when those res-
urrected from the broad way of destruction will 
find the highway of holiness. It•s in the King-
dom, when the redeemed and ransomed of the 
Lord will walk upon that blessed highway to 
Zion. Yes, we•re told of some future difficult 
storms still to be encountered during the King-
dom, but it•s like the song says, •At the end of 
the storm is a golden sky, with the sweet silver 
song of the lark.• The redeemed and ransomed 
of the Lord will learn because, •The knowledge 
of the Lord will cover the Earth, as the waters 
cover the sea.• (Isa. 11:9) The multitudes will 
walk on along the highway of holiness. •They•ll 
walk on with their heads held high, faith and 
hope in their heart, and they•ll know that they•ll 
never walk alone.• Eventually, the storm will 
have served its purpose, and no one will ask 
anyone else, •Do you know the Lord, because 
everyone will know the Lord.• (Jer. 31:34) All of 
this will be testified in due time, in due time, in  
due time, and not a moment before. (1 Tim. 2:6) 

  For true disciples of Jesus living at the pre-
sent time, my friend Peter speaks of the exceed-
ing great and precious promises given us and 
why. He says by these promises we can escape 
the corruption in this world through lust, and 
may become partakers of the divine nature. 
Then he says add to our faith, virtue: and to vir-
tue, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; 

and to self-control, patience; and to patience, 
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness, love. There•s a lot of 
addition going on in the life of disciples of Jesus. 
Peter tells us why; if these things be in you, and 
abound, they will make you to be neither barren 
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But if you lack these things, you•re blind 
and can•t see afar off, and you•ve forgotten that 
you were cleansed from your past sins. At this 
point, Peter gives us the coup de grace of our 
pursuit, •Therefore give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall. For in this way ther e 
will be richly provided for you an entrance into 
the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.• (2 Pet. 1:4-11) 

  There are many things which we may now 
anticipate, from ketchup coming out of the bot-
tle, to getting out of bed, to petting the dog, to 
kissing your spouse, to birthdays, to Christmas, 
to spring, to summer, to weddings, to retire-
ment, to cross-country trips, to over-seas trips, to 
a whole extensive plethora of events. However, 
the top of my list can be summed up in the 
words of my friend, •An entrance into the ever-
lasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.• We don•t need to, nor could we sneak in 
under the tent, or through some back door. Oh 
no, our Lord has given us the exceeding great 
and precious promise of richly providing an en-
trance for us right through the front door! But 
akin to the parable of the wise and foolish vir-
gins, we have to be awake, have oil in our lamps, 
and be walking to the wedding. If not, then we 
are indeed foolish, and the door will close before 
we get there, leaving us out of the wedding. 
(Matt. 25:1-13)   



one's response was so gratifying! I know it was the 
right thing to do, and I'm grateful for the Lord's pa-
tience as He walked me through all of that.  

Since then, our Tuesday women's group has 
resumed our meetings after our summer break, and 
I shared the song with them. They encouraged me 
to use it somehow during the Sunday worship, so I 
offered it to the worship team. They were glad to 
use the song, feeling they have the resources to 
flesh out the tune to make it work for the band and 
the piano. They will be using it soon, and I am loo k-
ing forward to it. In the meantime, I was asked if I 
would write an article for the Berean News, and I 
thought it might be good to tell the story of this 
song. I hope it blesses you, it sure has blessed me! 

Here's the song:                                          
      Lynnette Larson

                            Monday, June 23,  2014 
  A Song of Psalms                        

Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path. 
It is my meditation all the day, O how I love Your law!  

 

For His mercy endureth forever!  
Yes, His mercy endures for all time! 

 

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;  

His lovingkindness knows no end. 
 

For His mercy endureth forever!  
Yes, His mercy endures for all time! 

 

The LORD will give strength to His own; He will bless them 
with peace.  Sing praise to the LORD, you godly ones, and 

give thanks to His name. 
 

For His mercy endureth forever!  
Yes, His mercy endures for all time! 

 

Because Your mercy's better than life, my lips will praise You. 
I•ll bless You as long as I live; I will lift up my hands. 

 

For His mercy endureth forever!  
Yes, His mercy endures for all time! 

 

In the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy, my soul clings to You. 
In God is  the rock of my strength, my refuge is Him. 

 

For His mercy endureth forever!  
Yes, His mercy endures for all time! 
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Our Tuesday afternoon women's group finished 
a study book this spring that took us through many 
of the Psalms. (Intimacy With God by Cynthia 
Heald). It truly gave us all a greater appreciation  of 
the Psalms and their writers. One of the suggestions 
in each of the lessons was to write out your favori te 
passage from the psalms we covered that week (in 
whichever translation you preferred) and to keep 
reading it through the week, possibly memorizing 
it. After a while, I started adding some passages to a 
journal of scriptures and prayer concerns I keep on 
my tablet to read and pray through every day. 

I have come to really love the classic hymns, 
how easy they are to sing  and how they help unite 
us as a body of God's people, so I wanted to put 
these passages into a simple hymn. I didn't want to 
use a tune that was already written, since I wanted 
the melody to perfectly fit the words, and I didn't 
want to infringe on any copyrights.  So, I started 
with the verse I really wanted to build around, 
which was Ps. 119:105, •Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light to my path• and I began playing with 
notes and rhythms. I don't know how long it took 
for the song to take shape, but once it did, I was sur-
prised to find that other passages I had written 
down slipped into the melody as well! It only took 
some minor adjustments of the words to fill in five 
verses worth of excerpts from six different Psalms, 
namely, Psalms 29, 30, 62, 63, 106 and 119. The 
quotes  are from various translations, including a 
few rewordings of my own. I really enjoyed writing 
this song, and appreciate having it in my daily rea d-
ings, so I can use it as part of my personal medita-
tions, spending time in praise, prayer and worship. 

It was about a month after it was finished that a 
request went out asking for contributions for ves-
pers at the Christian Believers Conference. I knew 
that the Lord had given me this song, and that I 
needed to share it- I couldn't keep it for myself. That 
would be like burying my talent and I knew God 
would not be pleased with that. So, mustering up 
my courage, I volunteered to share the song. It felt 
good to get a positive response and to know there 
would be a pianist doing the vespers that was capa-
ble of dealing with my simple melody. Singing the 
song at the conference was hard for me, but every-
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•You keep track of all my sorrows.  You have col-
lected all my tears in your bottle.  You have recorded 
each one in your book.•  Psalm 56:8 

 

I recently read an article on the structure of 
tears.  I was fascinated! Who knew that there 
was a difference between a tear of sorrow and a 
tear of joy! Photographer Rose-Lynn Fisher cap-
tures these and two more types of tears in the 
pictures below. Her conclusion was •everything 
we see in our lives is just the tip of the iceberg, 
visually.•  I have only to look at these pictures t o 
be in awe of our Creator once again!  

I thought of the scripture in the Psalm 
quoted above, that there is nothing that happens 
to us that God does not see and even He knows 
the difference between our tears of sorrow, tears 
of joy, tears of change, etc.  He tenderly •collects 
them  in His bottle,• and records them.  It is 
amazing to me that the God of the Universe 
would even care enough about me to collect my 
tears, but that He can tell the difference between 
my tears which look identical to the human eye 

is mind boggling.  Each tear comes from the 
same exact place, the only difference is the cir-
cumstance under which those tears are shed.  
Once again we see evidence of God•s amazing 
power and His tenderness.  He is the Creator yet 
He made each type of tear that falls with its own 
unique molecular structure.  Ours is not a dis-
tant God, but One who is near to us and hears us 
when we call.  He is One who longs to enter into 
our joys, as well as, our sorrows...and just in case 
we were to miss that reality, David leaves us this 
Psalm to remind us that God knows everything 
that happens in our lives and He has captured it 
all and saves them in His book of remembrance. 

Father, You are amazing!  I am in awe of You as 
Creator and tender Father! You know everything 
about us and You tenderly collect our tears so they 
will never be forgotten. Lord, reveal to me Your ten-
derness and concern.  Let me feel Your presence and 
reassure me that You are always near. Give me an 
understanding of Your indescribable love and com-
passion.  Thank you for Your presence and for giving 
us tears of grief, change and joy which bring comfort, 
healing and joy into our lives.  In Jesus name, Amen. 

Answers:��
1.����Cain���r��Gen.��4:17��
2.����Uriah���r��II��Sam.��11:2�r3��
3.����84���r��Luke��2:37��
4.����Isaiah���r��Acts��8:30��
5.����Matthias���r��Acts��1:26��
6.����Hebron���r��Gen.23:17�r20��
7.����James���r��Acts��12:2��
8.����Simon��of��Cyrene���r��Matt.��27:32��
9.����Methuselah���r��Gen.��5:26�r9��
10.����Siloam���r��John��9:7��



N ovember  16-11:45-Pizza wit h t he Elders 
 

N ovember  26 7PM -Thanksgiving Service 
 

D ecember  14-Bapt ism and D esser t  C ele-
brat ion 
 

D ecember   21-Candlight  Service 7:00PM  
 

D ecember  31!  N ew Year"s Eve Service -D inner  at  6:30 
 

Sunday  Services 

Prayer Meeting- 8:45AM 
Worship- 9:30AM 
Sermon! 10:00AM 
Second Service-10:45-11:30AM 
Sunday School-10:45AM 

Attendance 

Mondays 
1st Monday of the Month"Men#s Meeting, 6:30PM 
 

Tuesdays  
Weekly"Church,10:30AM 
Every Other Tuesday"Church, Exodus, 7:00PM 
Every Other Tuesday"Women#s Meeting"Church 12-2PM 
 

Thursdays 
Weekly"Women#s Meeting"Church, Romans, 7:00PM 
Weekly"Joe Knapp#s Home, 6:45PM 
 

Fridays 
Every Other Friday"Steve Teunis Home, 7-8:30PM,  
   Bible Correspondence Course  
Every Other Friday"Church, Pioneer Club 6:15-7:45PM   

September 21-86 
September 28-70 
October 5-68 
October 12-86 

Upcoming Speakers  
& Studies 
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November 2 
Food Pantry 

Sermon-David Elliott 
Orphans/Foster Children 

2nd Service Options: 
Hell & Soul-Larry Urbaniak 
Romans Study--Andy Weeks 

Prayer-Mike Knapp 
 

November 9 
Sermon-Andy Weeks 

Poor/Oppressed  

2nd Service Options: 
Christ!s Return"David Elliott 
Romans Study-Andy Weeks 

Prayer-Mike Knapp  
 

November 16 
Sermon: Larry Urbaniak 

What Did Jesus Do? 
Second Service: WDJD 

 
November 23 

Sermon: Mike Knapp 
What Did Jesus Do? 

Second Service: WDJD 
 

November 30 
Sermon: Joe Funari 
What Did Jesus Do? 

Second Service: WDJD 
 

December 7 
Food Pantry 

Sermon: David Elliott 
What Did Jesus Do? 

Second Service: WDJD 
 
 


