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and paid for.  The dime store clerk said nothing, 
but only smiled a knowing smile as he accepted 
back the toys. 

Joe continued to avoid milk, but he had 
learned a valuable lesson.  Not, however, the 
one we would expect and hope.  Each day after 
that, he stopped at the dime store and bought 
Milky Way bars or Oreo cookies.   He had 
learned to consume the evidence. 

At first I smiled when I read this story.  But 
then I thought about it.  When confronted with 
his misdeed, the lesson Joe learned was how to 
better cover his tracks.  I thought about how of-
ten we are like that.  How do we react when 
confronted by our sins?  (We prefer to call them 
shortcomings or mistakes or errors of judg-
ment.)  It is so tempting to cover ourselves with 
some rationalization or excuse or made up after 
the fact story.  Why is it so hard to admit the 
truth and confess? 

Jesus Christ died for our sins • all of them, 
big ones and small ones.  If we are baptized 
Christians, we have publicly confessed that we 
are sinners and need Christ.  We have accepted 
him and his sacrifice on our behalf.  We all 
know that our past sins were forgiven when we 
gave our lives and hearts to Christ.  We also 
know that all of us, try as we may, will continue 

This is a true story.  It was told by a sev-
enty-five year old California man who was 
sharing a childhood memory that had stuck 
with him his whole life.  It happened when he 
was just seven years old and living with his 
parents in San Francisco. 

The boy, whose name was Joe, was given a 
few cents each morning by his mother to buy 
milk at lunchtime at school.  But Joe didn•t like 
milk, in fact he really detested it.  So instead of 
spending the money on milk, he would save it 
up.  When he had enough, he would stop at a 
dime store on the way home from school and 
buy some little toy.  He bought cars, toy sol-
diers, and a tin rocket on a string. 

One day Joe•s parents found the toys hid-
den in his room.  Joe was caught!  When con-
fronted, he just could not admit to his parents 
that he hadn•t been drinking his milk each 
day.  So instead of telling the truth, he made 
up what seemed to him to be a more accept-
able explanation.  He told his parents that he 
had stolen the toys. 

Of course Joe•s parents were horrified.  
They marched him back to the dime store and 
made him return all the ill-gotten merchan-
dise.  Now Joe was not only a liar and a thief, 
but he had to give up the toys he had saved 
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for all eternity. One day all mankind will know 
Him and they will realize why God planted 
eternity in their hearts. 1 Cor. 2:9 explains it this 
way, •No one has ever imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love Him.• Our future 
life is beyond our wildest imagination, but one 
thing we know is that we will be praising God 
for all eternity!  I look forward to eternity in Hi s 
presence! 

Father, thank You for planting eternity in my 
heart. You have given us a taste of what eternity will 
be like when You help us to live in the joy of Your 
presence. Thank You for filling the God hole in my 
heart and I will praise You for all eternity! Amen 

 
“ God has planted eternity in the hearts of 

men." Eccl. 3:10 (The Living Bible) 

 

God has rooted the longing for eternity in 
each human heart. Every human religion car-
ries with it the idea of an afterlife. Men long for  
more than the futility of this life. They hope 
that the afterlife will bring them fulfillment. 
God planted eternity in our hearts because He 
made us for eternity. One day all men will 
know Him. One day all men will long for Him. 
In our hearts, right next to where He planted 
the longing for eternity, He also left the God 
hole. It is a hole that only He can fill. Mankind 
continues to try to fill that hole with things, 
jobs, family, anything they can cram into that 
hole, only to find that there is still something 
missing in their life. Perhaps the next life will 
be better, they think.  

Nothing will fill that hole except for Jeho-
vah! God created man for Himself. Isaiah 43 
tells us we were formed for God, to praise Him 

Besi de S t i l l  W at er s . . .  

to flub up and commit sins.  But we also 
know that if we confess our sins, they will be 
forgiven.  We also know that we have a need 
in the body of Christ to forgive one another. 

Then why is it so hard?  Because none of 
us likes to be caught.  It hurts our self-image; 
it threatens our ego.  Rather than accept the 
fact that we are in constant need of the blood 
of Christ and God"s forgiveness, we instinc-
tively try to hide the truth about ourselves, 
or excuse it, or justify it, or blame it on some-
one else.  Who do we think we are kidding? 

Fellow Christians, rejoice!  We have a won-
derful Savior.  We have done nothing and can 
do nothing to deserve him.  He has made provi-
sion for all our imperfections # we need not fear 
the consequences if we honestly confess our 
sins.  You and I have already been caught.  We 
have been caught by the unbelievable mercy of 
God and the love of Jesus Christ.  Thank God 
for what we have been given. 



4

Sometimes, there were difficulties in adhering to a 
morning devotional time and distractions arose. I know 
that I needed to guard this precious time or it would 
slip away and I would miss out on the blessing.  The 
change that I needed to make was to intentionally seek 
out this time with God and stick to it. 

There are many advantages to a short and immedi-
ate visit with God first thing in the morning.  It puts a 
smile on my face and gives me the confident assurance 
that God stands ready to assist me through the day with 
His power and strength. 

Besides having personal devotions, I also enjoy 
having them with my mother, brother and sister and 
having a short Bible talk at the breakfast table.  This 
past year I have also been blessed by leading the Sun-
day morning Children’s Worship teaching Bible songs 
and Bible verses to the children.  What a joy to see 
them learning the importance of praising and worship-
ing God and seeing them involved in fun worship ac-
tivities and games. 

This world is very busy and we need to take time 
to be with God, in the words of the Psalmist “Be still 
and know that I am God.” Try starting your day with 
God, you’ll be glad you did. 

Daily devotions have become a source of joy in my 
life.  Each morning, I look forward to spending this time 
with God.  A brief 15-30 minute devotional reading fol-
lowed by prayer and worship with the singing of a hymn or 
praise song or playing the music on my piano jumpstarts my 
day. 

The beauty and message of each devotional reading is a 
great source of inspiration and encouragement to me.  I get 
excited about the profound message behind it and thought-
fully reflect on its meaning.  What is it saying to me and 
how has this day’s experiences been in line and accordance 
with its message?  What changes in my behavior do I need 
to make as a result? 

For example, in Psalm 16:11, we read: “You will show 
me the path of life.  In Your presence is fullness of joy.  At 
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  This is a 
promise that God has given us.  He will teach us and in-
struct us in the way we should go.  God is always willing to 
teach us as long as we are willing to learn.  I need to pray 
and trust God each day for His guidance and leading.  And I 
know that as long as I am listening and following His Word, 
it will result in a better outcome.  My daily devotions and 
worship time with God opens the avenues to a receptive 
heart.  There is joy and love being in God’s presence. 

Make a Difference by Being Different  By Rick Warren 
 

One of the most important tests we all face as we try to achieve what God has called us to do is cultural 
distraction. For instance -- 
 

The distraction of popularity -- If you are always worried about what other people think, you will be 
distracted from your destiny. 
 

The distraction of pleasure - It's OK to have fun and feel comfort, but if that's the primary focus of  your 
life, you will never fulfill your destiny. 
 

The distraction of profits -- You can't serve both God and money. Making a profit can't be the primary  
focus of your life. 
 

The distraction of possessions -- Judging your success by how much stuff you own will keep you con-
cerned about keeping things and maintaining things.  
 

The antidote to cultural distractions is this: you must dare to be differ-
ent from others. If you are going to reach the dream God has given you, 
you must also dare to be different from others. 

Noah was different. God liked what he saw in Noah. Everything was 
headed toward destruction, but two words changed hi story -- "but 
Noah." That's the power of one person. That's the power of just one in-
dividual who chooses to be different .
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When I see the children who would other-
wise not have a home or enough to eat being 
cared for, a voice inside my head says, This Is 
Why!  This is why we work and sacrifice.  This 
is why churches give to help those they will 
never meet.  This is why we cannot let past 
losses, failures, or disappointments of any kind 
keep us from moving ahead with our lives so 
we can step outside ourselves and help others 
in ways we never thought we would.  This is 
why current problems or challenges cannot 
keep us from giving: of our self, our time, our 
money, our heart.  This is why we cannot let 
worries about security for the future hold us 
back and we cannot listen to the voice that 
doubts our efforts will really pay off. 

  Everyone has a this is why moment some-
time in their life.  Events from 13 years ago led 
up to that moment I finally said this to myself. 
Beyth and I visited that drab orphanage off the 
dirt back road in Russia and took one baby 
both thin and weak from that one crib and left 
the rest behind.  When we left I left a piece of 
my heart behind knowing I could not help the 
others.  It scares you to have that kind of ex-
perience. It angers you to have to go back to 
your life knowing you will think less and less 
about them each year.  Today I watch with 
pride and pleasure as my daughter excels in 
sport and academics. She doesn!t remember the 
beginning but I do. I remember it like it was 
yesterday.   Likewise I remember the beginning 
for my other kids and the deep poverty they 
left behind.  Leaving behind un-helped chil-
dren is like an unsettled score with everything 
from Satan!s kingdom that causes suffering in 
our world so unnecessarily.   

  For me going to Romania recently  was 
when the Empire struck back...struck back 
against all the hunger and abuse and drunken 
violence and despair the children of the world 
suffer from every day"  Romanian government 
orphanages were known world wide as the 

poorest of the poor and worst of the worst.  
Many have worked to shine light into these 
dark hell holes of abuse and neglect and this 
light has improved conditions some.  The 
Bread of Life orphanage is itself a light as it 
shows what can be done when enough people 
care in Jesus! name. It is the kind of caring that 
shows itself in action.  What else is there?  The 
caring has spread to other poor villages.  Each 
feeding center our church sponsored is an an-
swer that says this is why.  This is why the peo-
ple I know do what they do, why they work 
late and do everything it takes to hold every-
thing together.  Yes, it!s work to hold things 
together at work, at home, and at church.  It!s 
work to do all this and still have something to 
give to help others. Do you see the girl in the 
photo with filthy clothes enjoying the treat we 
brought for her?  At that moment she was as 
happy as any kid anywhere.  This is why" 

For more information on helping in this 
cause go to: 

 http://www.bolorphanage.org/node/143  

TH IS I S W H Y ! 
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  David had totally managed to rationalize 
everything in his mind, before Nathan showed 
up. As far as David was concerned, the husband 
died in battle, and well- that•s just the way it go es. 
David had also married the grieving widow and 
would raise the child as a prince, so everything 
was just okey-dokey, right?  WRONG!! Nobody, 
and I mean nobody ever gets away with these 
sorts of shenanigans. Sooner or later, it•s gonna 
fall on you like a ton of bricks. In David•s case it 
was sooner, as God•s judgment fell upon him, 
given by God•s prophet Nathan. 

  Nathan began by telling David a story about 
two men, one rich, one poor. The rich one, among 
many other things, had vast herds of sheep. The 
poor one, among little else, had one ewe. A female 
lamb who he fed from his own food and gave 
drink from his own cup. Eventually, the rich man 
fancied a lamb, and instead of taking one of his 
own, the rich man just took the poor man•s ewe 
and slaughtered her. Nathan then stared at David. 
This King totally missed the point about who Na-
than was talking about. However, this slayer of 
Goliath became really enraged about the greedy 
and outrageous rich man. David says, •As the 
Lord liveth, the man that had done this thing shall  
surely die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold,  
because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity.• At this very climactic moment, Nathan 
points his finger at David and utters the quintes-
sential words, •Thou art the man!• YIKES AND 
DOUBLE YIKES!!  

  This is a teachable moment, because this sor-
did escapade is not included in scripture to titil-
late, but rather to learn from. What happened to 
David, in lots of ways, is way too common in this 
present evil world. (Galatians 1:4)  Okay, even 
given the premise that maybe once in a blue moon 
we may kinda deserve some fun, we must be cer-
tain that there is not even a hint of anything bein g 
illicit about that fun. David could have avoided 
this whole mess in the first place on that warm 
evening that he was meandering around the roof 
of his palace, if he had just simply turned his 
head. Always remember, as Paul says, that these 

 2 Samuel 12 
King David wanted to believe that he had 

actually gotten away with it. It all started when 
David had succumbed to his own lust. That aw-
ful choice was the first in a series of really awfu l 
choices that kept compounding upon them-
selves. If you go back to the beginning, it was all 
so easily avoidable. On a warm evening, David 
was feeling a little frisky and he happened to see 
a certain woman, who just knocked his socks off. 
At that crucial moment in time, David miserably 

failed to do the right and prudent thing: just turn  
his eyes away. Instead, David did the absolutely 
wrong and imprudent thing: he sought a way 
and a means to rationalize his fantasy into his 
reality. 

  I believe somewhere in that infernal ration-
alizing was this basic premise: I deserve some 
fun. You see, up until this point David had been 
quite diligent and had really done some extraor-
dinary things, but it seems he was now buying 
into the hype about himself. Therefore, he felt it 
was now fun time, and he gave himself a pass to 
sow some wild oats. David threw his better judg-
ment out the door and sowed his wild oats with 
a married woman that very night. King David 
was deluding himself that this would just be a 
one night stand with no consequences, but of 
course, he was wrong. There were major conse-
quences, with David quickly scheming and la-
boring stealthily to quietly cover up this situa-
tion, so as to avoid embarrassment falling on 
himself. Of course, as we all know, among the 
many nefarious things done to cover-up was 
murder, hence chapter 12. 



1.  Lot settled here after separating from Abraham. 
(Gen. 13:14 and 14:12) 
2.  Saul was on his way to this city when he was con-
verted.  (Acts 9:2-3) 
3.  Jesus ascended to heaven when he was near this 
town.  (Luke 24:50-1) 
4.  Lydia was from this city.  (Acts 16:14) 
5.  The city where Jesus' disciples were first called 
Christians.  (Acts 11:26) 
6.  Samson was imprisoned here.  (Judges 16:21) 
7.  Samson carried off the doors of the gate of this  
city.  (Judges 16:1-3) 
8.  The birthplace of Saul (Paul).  (Acts 9:11 & 11: 25) 
9.  The place where Jesus raised to life the only son of 
a widow.  (Luke 7:11-15) 
10.  Herod had all the children under the age of tw o 
killed here.  (Matt. 2:16)

things were written for our learning. (Romans 
15:4)  Therefore if this could happen to David, a 
man after God•s own heart, don•t just think of 
yourself as being immune from these sorts of 
shenanigans. 

  It•s also very instructive to note David•s 
behavior, as he quietly listened to Nathan listing 
his crimes. When Nathan stopped talking, 
David bowed his head and quite distinctly said, 
•I have sinned against the Lord.•  David•s better 
judgment suddenly reappeared and repentance 
was now front and center. Still, there were awful 

consequences that fell: the most severe for 
David being a death sentence on the child con-
ceived out of wedlock. After Nathan left the pal-
ace, the child became very, very sick. David re-
fused to indulge in any further rationalizing. 
Rather, he fasted and fell prostrate on the 
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ground, beseeching the Lord for mercy on his 
child. The die had been cast, yet David contin-
ued in these actions for seven days. 

  When the child died on the seventh day, 
the palace servants were terrified to tell the 
king, because they thought he•d just go nuts 
and kill himself. Yet after seven days of laying 
prostrate, while weeping, fasting and beseech-
ing God to let his child live, David perceived 
that the child was now dead. The servants 
really thought David would do something to-
tally insane, but on the contrary, David showed 
remarkably good judgment by arising from the 
ground, cleaning himself up, worshiping the 
Lord, and then eating food. 

  The servants were completely aghast and 
inquired of their king his thoughts. David re-
plied, •While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept: for I said, who can tell whether God 
will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? 
Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me.• My friends, time 
machines are total fantasy. It is needful for us 
to understand that things are what they are. 
When we really mess things up, the best thing 
is do is as David did. We need to beseech God, 
repent, atone, if possible, remember and learn. 
Then, we move on, confidently trusting God 
will continue to finish the good work He has 
begun in us. (Philippians 1:6) 

Answers on the bottom of Page 8 

Where Was It? 
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them for $500 a month with a 3 year lease.  It 
would require a 30-60 day notice to void the 
lease.  They would first rent the building from 
us for $1500 per month for 1 year to allow them 
time to get a mortgage for the purchase.  The 
rent money would go toward the purchase price 
when all was complete.  If they could not get the 
mortgage, we would retain $500 per month for 
the rental.  They put $25,000 in escrow.  That 
and the $1500 per month would become ours if 
they cancelled and we so desired.  On Novem-
ber 7, they started meeting in our building on 
Wed. from 7-9pm and on Saturday from 8-5. 

In 1999, we made a bid on land on Route 52 
in Lombard.  It was eventually sold to another 
group.  We formed a Building Committee of 
David Fiorello, Joe Dalesandro, Joe Funari and 
Joe Knapp.  Land was considered on Swift Road 
one block west of 355.  It turned out that the 
Lombard Nazarene Church had bought the land 
on Route 53 to build a new building for their 
church.  We looked at their present church, 
which was not yet for sale, and in October de-
cided to offer $750,000 (going up to $800.000 if 
necessary). By 10/10/99, their pastor, Jerry Bim-
bler, said they would be interested in our offer. 

On 1/16/2000, the sale of our Cicero church 
went through.  The Lombard Nazarene Church 
informed us that they would be asking $950,000 
for their church, but the price was negotiable.  
We decided that we would aim for 12/1/2000 
closing date (they needed time to build their 
new building). We formed a new search com-
mittee of Steve Teunis, Steve Knapp, Marvin 
Bogda and Joyce Urbaniak. 

In the 1980s we started saving money for 
the purchase of a new building.  By 10/31/93 
our Building Acquistion Fund was at 
$201,752.35.  Possible purchase of churches and 
schools were checked on in Wheaton and Elm-
hurst. 

On 6/5/94 a Land Search Committee was 
formed consisting of Jeanne Dalesandro, David 
Slinn and Kent Urbaniak.  A general area was 
set with Wolf Rd (E), Cass Avenue (W), 22nd 
Street (N) and 55th Street (S). 

In 1995 an appraisal of our Cicero church 
was obtained.  A church in Villa Park was 
found.  Our church voted on the possible pur-
chase of it.  A 75% approval was required.  1st 
vote was 31 yes and 11 no. (75% required 32 
votes to pass).  The motion therefore failed. 

In 1996 a committee to search for a build-
ing or land was formed.  It consisted of Kent 
Urbaniak, Dan Arends and David Elliott.  A 
Westchester church was found early in 1997 
and in March our offer was rejected and the 
church was sold to another group. 

In 1997 the elders, deacons and trustees 
made a list of items agreed upon for the church 
to vote on and the trustees to use to guide a 
new search committee.  The committee con-
sisted of Sandi Fiorello, Roy Boswell and Mike 
Knapp.  It was decided to put our present 
church up for sale. 

In 1998 our Cicero church was put up for 
sale.  The Church of God of Berwyn (7th Day 
Adventist) offered us a purchase contract.  The 
price was for $260,000.  We would rent it from 

1. Sodom 
2. Damascus 
3. Bethany 
4. Philipi 

5. Antioch 
6. Gaza 
7. Gaza 
8. Tarsus 

9. Nain 
10. Bethlehem 

ANSWERS from Page 7 



Peggy Allen•Alzheimer's 
Tim Allen•Glaucoma 
Erica Andrada•Tourettes Syndrome 
Steve Andrada, Jr.•serious health problems, 
needs a kidney transplant, pray for a Donor 
Delores Andrada•serious health issues  
Cheri Blake•health issues 
Scott Carpenter•MS 
Linda Catlin•sinus issues; improved  
Mary Dobbs-kidney cancer 
George Duhaime•Multiple Myeloma 
Kim Dunn•Hashimoto•s disease   
Liz Fischer•MS 
Isabelle Fiorello•Leukemia 
Jean Forster•MS 
Tony Greico-Stroke 

Johnny Hunter•Kidney issues 
Connor Johnson•great-nephew of Roberta & 
Mark, (age 6), cancer treatment 
Elva Lanowick•hip surgery 
John Maurelli•kidney problems 
Alain Yves Miller•Asthenia 
Mary Ellen Moore•Occipital Neuralgia 
Ralph Moore•Myasthenia Gravis, Bladder cancer, 
loss of job 
Jon Muszynski•Diabetes & depression 
Pat Muszynski•Spinal Stenosis 
Muszynski Family•Loss of David (46) on 9/10 
Cecil Pagel•back pain & Romanian orphanage 
Jim Penton•Heart  failing 
Polychronis Family•death of Art on 6/16  
Marcia Rajewski•Heart issues 
Ed Rutkowski•Leukemia  
Sue Knapp Siwak•Scleroderma  
David Slinn• recovery from gall bladder surgery 
Dan Schultz•recovery from double transplant of 
kidney and liver 
Ruth Schwartz•Heartland Home 
Ken Topolski•Karen LePitre•s dad, recovering 
from quadruple bypass surgery 
Pat & Rich Tremblay•many health issues   
Michael Terrazas•Lupus 
Lucille Wasko•general health, in nursing home 
Judi Wineroth•Fibromyalgia 
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On 2/6/2000, we were informed that the 
Church of the Nazarene had put their building 
up for sale and hired JW Reedy to sell it.  The 
asking price was $950,000.  However, we were 
exempted from negotiations with the realtor 
for 90 days since we had prior contact with 
their church.  We voted on and made a counter 
offer of $850,000 (giving our trustees the option 
of going up to $900,000 if necessary). Our offer 
of $850,000 was accepted subject to a vote by 
their church. 

Larry Urbaniak and Roy Boswell met with 
Jerry Bimbler and their Building Superinten-
dent to discuss contract details and what 
would stay in the church.  Their church voted 
to accept our offer on 2/27/2000 by a 53-1 vote.  
The expected closing date of 3/1/2001 was set.  

The closing of the sale of our Cicero church 

was on May 26, 2000.  We would not be 
charged any rent in Cicero as long as needed to 
rent there until we could move into Lombard. 

An April wedding of David and Melissa 
Sliin and our annual May Convention were 
held in the Lombard church (without any fees) 
since we had not yet formally closed or moved 
in due to final glitches and the added time 
needed for the Nazarenes to finish their new 
building. 

The official closing took place on 10/18/01.  
Our last meeting in Cicero was on 10/21/02 
and we started our services in Lombard on 
10/28/01.  We were able to purchase the 
Lombard Church without taking on any loan, 
we paid in cash.  On 11/11/01, we held our 
Church Dedication Service in our new Church. 



M ark your  C alendars!  
 

N ovember  21 7PM  T hanksgiving Worship 
D ecember  2  A ndrew Polychronis will serve us 
D ecember  23   7PM  C hr ist mas C hoir  Present at ion 
D ecember  31  6:15PM  N ew Year"s Eve D inner  
   7:30 PM  Praise & Worship 
   8:15-9:15PM  A ct ivit ies & Fellowship 

Sunday  Services 

Prayer Meeting- 8:15AM 
Worship- 9:00AM 
Sermon- 9:30AM 
Second Service-10:30-
11:30AM 
Sunday School-10:15AM 

 Attendance 
 
 

 

Mondays 
1st Monday of the Month!Men"s Meeting, 6:30PM 
 
Tuesdays  
Weekly!Church,10:30AM 
Every Other Tuesday!Church, James, 7:00PM 
Every Other Tuesday!Women"s Meeting!Church 12-2PM 
 

Thursdays 
Weekly!Women"s Meeting!Church, Be Mature (James), 7:00PM 
Weekly!Joe Knapp"s Home, 6:45PM 
 

Fridays 
Alternating Fridays !Church, Pioneer Club 6:15-7:45  

 

Sept 23-105 
Sept 30-102 
October 7-110 
 

 
 

Nov 4 
Sermon: Jon Larson 

Worship-A Holy State of Mind  
Part 1: Brian Dunn 

 
Nov 11 

Food Pantry 
Sermon: Larry Urbaniak 

Worship# A Holy State of Mind 
Part 2: Brian Dunn 

11:35 Elections 
 

Nov 18 
Sermon: Mike Knapp 

Study Part 1: Mike Knapp 
 

Nov 25 
Sermon: Tim Chabot 

Study  Part 2: Mike Knapp 
 

Dec 2 
Food Pantry 

Sermon: Joe Funari 
Discussion: Larry Urbaniak 

 
Dec 9 

Pot Luck 
Sermon: Andrew Polychronis 
Study: Andrew Polychronis 

 
Dec 16 

Sermon: Steve Teunis 
Hymn Stories: Faith Schwebke 

 
Dec 23 

Christmas Sermon:  
Larry Urbaniak 

SS/YFT Programs 
7PM Candlelight Service 

 
Dec 30 

Climbing Higher in 2013: 
David Elliott 

Prepare to Climb: Andy Weeks 

Upcoming Speakers  
& Studies 
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